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Small Collections Category- Disasters: List Of Disasters 
January 6, 1902 Looking Backward: Least We Forget 

 
List of  Disasters 1832-1978: 

Chorea Outbreak 75 Fatalities                  1832-33 

Cyclone Near Enon destroyed houses           1833  
of Ezra Baker & Dr. Bessey 

Fonghrby Utlity & Independence Co Fire         1837  

Linn & Murry Fire (N.E. Corner Main & Limestone)         February 21, 1840 

Muzzie & Frankenberg Mill Fire (Mill Run & Buck Creek)           February 2, 1857 

Barnett Flour Mill Fire (Buck Creek & N. Limestone)           February 2, 1863 

Lowry Murder In Rat Row                     June 6, 1864 

Mad River overflowed National Rd-US40              September 1866 
West of Spfld depth of 3 ft. horseman swept  
away, horse rescued       

Mad River overflowed National Rd-US40         March 1867  
West of Spfld depth of 3 ft. horseman swept  
away, horse rescued        

Rat Row Fire (S.E. Market St)                1868 

Cyclone Dialton                September 1885 

High St. Bridge destroyed by Flood (York St)     May 13, 1886 

B&J Funk Keys Grocery & Other       June 28, 1886  
Bldg. Fire (S. Side Main @ Fisher). Capt.  
Oscar died from internal injuries in fall  
down elevator shaft) 

Ferrell & Ludley & Rodgers Fire (E. Side                     1873  
S. Limestone & Union) 

First Lutheran Church Fire 1 firefighter killed      June 25, 1873 

Cloudburst-Flood Mill Run Sewer to overflow         1886 
Onto Big Four Tracks 8 undermined  
E. High St Bridge  

Ohio Southern Roundhouse Fire                January 8, 1887 

Lumberyard Fire 3 story brick shop, 2 story                       August 30, 1887 
frame dwelling (Main & Western) $10,000  
4,000 ft hose used 

James Leffel Co. Fire ( Lagonda Ave.)             October 11, 1887 
(steamer used 2,800 ft hose used)    

N. Limestone St Bridge over Buck Falls in          1889 
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Good & Reese Greenhouse Fire (S. Limestone)    April 14, 1890 

Cyclone Hit Spfld 50 houses damaged            1892 
(Grand Ave South) 

Winter’s Act Litho (W. High St)               March 15, 1892 

Cyclone- South End          July 13, 1892 

Arcade Hotel Fire (Fountain & High)           February 19, 1894 

Lagonda House Fire (Limestone & Main)             October 29, 1895 
(also listed as happening in 1894, 1984)     

Arcade Building Fire (Fountain & High)        April 3, 1896 

Mad River Floods East part of Spfld           1897  
Some houses 3-4 ft of water (Columbia & North)  

E.W. Ross Shop Fire               January 14, 1901 

Congregational Church Fire                         January 22, 1901 

East Street Shops Fire  (East St & Kenton St)                 February 10, 1902 

Black’s Opera House Fire (Main & Fountain)                 February 19, 1903 
(also listed as Block and Black Opera House)    

Riots- Richard Dixon killed        March 6, 1904  
Patrolman Collis (lynched by  
mob, negro hung to lamppost) 

Riots on Columbia Street & Levee (Levee burned)              March 7-8, 1904 

Methodist Campground Hotel Fire                August 5, 1904 

Methodist Campground All Fire         November 17, 1904 

Jungleo Fire             1906  

Dean shot Brakeman Davis        March 8, 1906  

Freedom Oil & 4 Houses Fire (Fountain & Rockway)             August 26, 1907 

Barn & 5 Houses Fire (Clifton & Vine)       September 19, 1907 

Cartmell Bldg. Fire (Main & Center)                September 7, 1908 

Wickham-Chapman Piano Co. Fires        September 26, 1908 
(Sheridan Ave) 

C.C. Fried & Sons Co. Fire (6 E. Main St)          February 29, 1909  

Middletown Wreck- Springfield People killed             July 1, 1910 

H.V. Bretney Tannery Fires             December 3, 1912 
(also listed as happening on Dec 12)     

Springfield-Dayton Flood                March 12, 1913 

KKK Convention           April 2, 1913 
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Beggans Store Fire               January 22, 1914 

Kearms & Lechschuety’s Plant Fire      March 6, 1914 

Robbins & Myers Co. Fire (Lagonda Ave)        December 12, 1914  
Started @ 4pm $175,000       

Theo. Frank Stables Fire (26 N. Fountain Ave)            August 21, 1916 

O.S. Kelly Co. Fire (Limestone & Warder) $ 175,000           November 25, 1916 

Buffalo Springfield Road Roller Co. Fire $500,000    April 11, 1917 

Columbia Theater Collapsed into Mill Run       September 28, 1917 

Influenza 5,000 infected             1918 

Clark County Court House Fire Started @ 1am $1,000,000            March 12, 1918 

Kauffman Store & McCoy Fire Started @ 11pm           January 22, 1921  
Walter Rinehenier Killed 

Riots                      March 12, 1921 

Country Club Fire           June 14, 1922 

Fairbanks Piano Plate Co. Fire (Kenton St)        November 13, 1922 

Armstrong Foundry Fire (Dibert & R.R.) Streamer used        1924 

Springfield Abattoir Parkside Ind. Bldg. Fire      May 12, 1925  
Started @ 3pm $10,000   

Brain Lumber Co. Fire (East St.) $150,000      May 12, 1925 

Mass Foos Co. Fire (Isabell between Main & Columbia)      December 17, 1925 
Steamer used 

Spfld. Malleable Iron Fire (Williams & Main)     April 28, 1926 

Cyclone S. Charleston             1927 

Murder in Arcade Hotel           July 4, 1927 

Bryant Bldg. Basket Co. Fires (14 W. Columbia)           January 17, 1928 
Steamers used 

Central Brass Co. Fire (Jefferson St)           February 13, 1929 

Jefferson School Fire (McCrieght & Garfield)                February 19, 1929  
Started @ 2am $100,000   

Flood               February 26, 1929 

Urbana Pike Wreck                 1929 

Avalon Park Dance Pavilion Fire (Auburn Ave)         December 9, 1930 

Phito Fire (Tibbetts & Pleasant)                  April 24, 1931 

Peter Boggan Co Fire (34 E. Main St)                     January 10, 1932 
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Policeman Holt Killed          June, 29 1932 

Last Covered Bridge Removed (W. Main St)          1933 

Feb. Banks restrict Withdraws           1933 

Cheney Mfg Co Fire               January 17, 1934 

William Baley Co Fire (Warder St)             June 1935 

Traction Collision 7 Killed               August 10, 1935 

Worst Blizzard In Years          December 25, 1935 

Terrific Blizzard                January 22, 1936 

Public Schools Closed for lack of Funds         March 1936 

Interurban Crash C&L.E. near Spfld.      April 28, 1936 

Twister Rips off Steeples of Broadus Church     February 1937 

Earthquake 9:47 a.m. 30 Seconds      March 7, 1937 

Mrs. Bayless Shot her Husband          July 4, 1937 

Dingledines (father and son) shot           September 3, 1937 

Patrolman Martin Randolph and  

Dep. Sherrif Edward Furry at Crystal Lake      

David McHenry (ass’t coroner) shot Nov. 7,      November 7-8, 1937  
died Nov. 8; no clue  

Tuttle brothers Hardware Fire  (Monroe St)        November 17, 1937  

Springfield Hardware Fire          June 1, 1938  

Hoenings Store Fire- Robbins Bldg.      April 10, 1939 

Clark County Lumber Co. Fire (W. Main St)      May 20, 1939 

Elks Club Fire                 August 13, 1939 

Trappers Corner Fire (Main & Fountain)          November 6, 1939 

Carmedy Lab Fire (625 W. Main)               January 8, 1940 

Stratton Grain Co. Fire (211 Mt. Vernom)              March 25, 1940 

Norman Friedman Warehouse Fire (Penn & Section)          May 6, 1940 

Oliver Farm Equipment Co Fire (270 Monroe)         December 9, 1940 

Union National Mill Fire (Warder & Power)             January 12, 1942 

Allen Tool & Mfg Fire (R-723 S. Lowery)       July 17, 1942 

Crowell Collier Co Fire (202 W. High)            January 16, 1943 

Garmen Dress Shop Fire (25 S. Limestone)      May 24, 1943 
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Rhodes Paper Box Co Fire (66 St. Johns Pl)        May 4, 1944 

Cappel House Furnishings Fire (26 E. High)      May 23, 1945 

The Park Bar Fire (142 W. Main St)              February 4, 1946 

Diehl Hardware Co. Fire (66-68 W. Main)            October 14, 1946 

McCall Coach Co Fire (107 Bechtle)       May 19, 1947 

Spfld. Coffin & Casket Co Fire (310 S. Spring)      September 28, 1947 

Ridgely Trimmer Co Fire (1300 Kenton)        November 11, 1947 

Paul Straley Home Fire (1617 E. High)            January 25, 1948 

Conrad Motors Fire (130 E. Columbia St)            February 5, 1948 

Citizen Dairy Fire (Penn & Section)                August 2, 1948 

International Steel Wool Fire (1018 Kenton)       September 18, 1948 

Davidson Storage Garage Fire (311 W. Main)                November 7, 1950 

Blizzard            November 25, 1950 

Robbins & Meyers Plant Explosion (Sherman Ave)         February 10, 1951 

Cyclone (St. Paris to Urbana, Lawrenceville)      June 28, 1951 

Bundy Inc Co Fire (301 Greenmont)           December 8, 1951 

Evelyns Laundry Fire (R-222 E. Main)      June 24, 1952 

Koehler Hardware Co Fire (1731 E. Main)       June 26, 1952 

Old Zimmerman Bldg. Fire (Limestone & Main)             March 10, 1953 

Gas in Sewers (34 Lagonda)                March 24, 1953 

Moose Club Fire (32 W. Washington)                 November 8, 1953  

Western School Fire (Main & Yellow Springs St)             January 4, 1954 

Ripley Auto Center Fire (100 W. North)            January 19, 1954 

Hynes Dress Shop Fire (11 E. High)         November 13, 1954 

Western Tool Mfg Fire (1620 E. Pleasant)          February 19, 1956 

King Bldg Fire (21 S. Fountain)        September 15, 1956 

N. Limestone Bridge Collapsed          November 11, 1957 

Borden Co Fire (125 N. Fountain)             1958 

Flood            January 1959 

Potts Auto Body –Arsonist            1959 

Miami Pattern Shop Fire (1302 S. Yellow Springs)    March 9, 1960 
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Mercycrest Fire (100 W. McCrieght)              August 10, 1961 

Blair Mfg. Co Fire (1620 E. Pleasant)        June 19, 1962 

Specter Junk Yard Fire (Main & Jackson)           1964 

Haucke Hardware Fire (333 W. Main)                         August 11 1964 

Western Tool Co Fire (1620 E. Pleasant)              October 3, 1964 

Springfield Laundry Fire (141 N. Murry)     April 27, 1966 

Howard Sobers Trucking Co Fire (Lagonda & Belmont)        1968 

Landmark Mill Fire (442 N. Limestone)        September 17, 1968 

Penn Central Freight House Fire (300 S. Limestone)            August 25, 1970 

D.T.I. Freight House Fire (300 S. Limestone)                         October 9, 1970 

Helkensen Paper Box Fire (714 Rubsam)       April 9, 1971 

Midwest Rug Cleaners Fire (R-230 Chestnut)                 June 18, 1971 

Ronez Homes Fire (Belmont & Home Rd)               August 7, 1971 

B&M Fiberglass Fire (350 S. Fountain)               August 9, 1971 

Yannucci’s Restaurant Fire (1725 W. Main St)    March 7, 1972 

Springfield Furniture Fire (502 W. Euclid)             August 28, 1972 

Credit Life Fire (204 S. Lowery)          September 2, 1972 

Kar Gard Fire (2100 S. Limestone)             October 21, 1972 

Ebners Junk Yard Fire (North & Water)           1973  

Blizzard                January 27, 1978 

 
Blizzards 
File 1  Section List   

Blizzards in Springfield 
Worst Blizzard In Years       December 25, 1935 

Terrific Blizzard             January 22, 1936 

Blizzard         November 25, 1950 

Blizzard             January 27, 1978 

 
File 2  1950 Snowstorm Recall 

Springfield Blizzard of 1950 Recalled. N.C. Springfield News-
Sun. November 25, 1977. Where Were You in ’50 Snowstorm? 

File 3   Blizzard Of 1978 
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N.C. Springfield Daily News. March 3, 1978. Winter Snowfall 
Record Nearing 60 in Mark. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. March 8, 1978. Area is Hit by 
Another Snowfall. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily News. February 3, 1978. $200,000 In 
Disaster Funds Possible. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily News. February 1, 1978. 2 Men, 
blackened by Frostbite, Survive Ordeal.  

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 1, 1978. CB Ham Radios 
Prove Vital Link. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 1, 1978. Trucker, Buried 6 
Days, Held to Hope of Rescue. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily News. February 1, 1978. School Closings 
“Hard on the Kids.” 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun.  February 1, 1978. Storm Work Bill 
Unknown. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun.  February 1, 1978. Workers Recall 
Blizzard Blitz 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun.  February 1, 1978. Wood Stove 
Helped Couple Survive Storm. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 2, 1978. Dynamite Fails to 
Break Ice. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 2, 1978. Radio 
operators/Electrical Lines 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun.  February 2, 1978. Jan Weather Hit 
Record Books. 

 
Memories Linger As Communities Fight Back 

 
Rural Community Spirit Comes Alive In Storm 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun.  Helping Hands Aid Residences at 
Belle Manor.  
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February 5, 1978. How Do Other Communities Handle Their 
Deep Freeze Problems?  

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 6, 1978. Hospital “Back To 
Normal.” 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 6, 1978. 25% Cut In 
Electric Consumption Needed To Stretch Coal Supplies. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 3, 1978. Blizzard ’78. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 7, 1978. People’s Forum. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 2, 1978. Snowbound 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 15, 1978. More Cold Yet To 
Come. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 22, 1978. National Guard 
Blizzard Duty Pay measure Cost $1.3 Mil. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 22, 1978. Road Damages 
Boost figures On Blizzard Costs. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 5, 1978. Symphony Is 
Canceled 1st Time in History.  

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 2, 1978. Worst Blizzard Brings 
Out The “Best.” 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 1, 1978. More Snow Due 
To Arrive Tonight. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 2, 1978. Jan Sets Snow Record. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 3, 1978. Community Effort 
Served Clifton Well. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 3, 1978. Some Farms Eligible 
For Emergency Loans. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. March 16, 1978. Area Farmers May Get 
Emergency Aid. 

 
Blizzard Rips Area. 
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Storm Worst In OH History. 
 

Danger Signs are Given. 
 

N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. It Will Be Cold, 
Windy. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. Blizzard Claims 2 
More Lives. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. Food Delivered to 
2000 Families. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. Search launched 
For Storm Victims. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. 4 Wheelers Sell 
Like Hotcakes. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. Power Crews Push 
Repairs. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. They Died 
Together. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. Madison County 
Pulling Together. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. Newborn Girl Dies 
Despite Rescue Effort.  

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. Residents Grin 
and Brrrrrr It. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978. Heavy Rains, 
Flooding Hit Other Areas. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 28, 1978 Stranded Motorists 
Break Into Pantry. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 1, 1978 Recall Thursday: Here 
It is Again. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 5, 1978. Blizzard Pics 
Wanted.  
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N.C. Springfield Daily. February 3, 1978. We Need Your 
Contributions. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily News. March 21, 1978. Disaster 
Coordinated Urged.   

 
Livestock Losses Due to 1978 Blizzard. N.C. Springfield News-
Sun. February 26, 1978. Farmers Sill Calculating Their Losses.  

 
Clifton Blizzard. 1978. N.C. Springfield Daily News. February 3, 
1978. Community Effort Served Clifton Well. 

 
File 4  Post Disaster Plans of Jan. 1978 Bliizard  

Disaster Plans Subsequent to 1978 Blizzard. N.C. Springfield 
News-Sun. March 21, 1978. Sanders Named Disaster Chief. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 11, 1978. Disaster Plan: A 
Beginning. 
 
N.C. Springfield Daily News. January 30, 1978. Commissioners 
Disagree On Disaster Plan Need. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily News. February 1, 1978. Better 
Emergency Coordinated Urged. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. March 21, 21, 1978. Disaster 
Coordinator Plans Early Projects. 
 
N.C. Springfield Daily News. February 9, 1978. Officials Lay 
Plans for Next Disaster. 
 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 9, 1978. Disaster Services 
Clearing House Set. 
 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 1, 1978. Relief Coordination 
Discussed By Officials.  

 
N.C. Springfield Daily News. February 6, 1978. People’s Forum: 
Disgusted: Upset.  
 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. January 31, 1978. A Disaster Plan. 
 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. Amateur Radio Operators. Thanks 
to Workers Who “Stayed With It” 
 
N.C. January 31, 1978. Disaster Planning Changes Uncertain 
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File 5  Relief First United Church of Christ & Best Western Motel  

Newspaper Jan. 29, 1978. 
Springfield News-Sun. N.C. January 29, 1978. Disaster Relief-
United Church of Christ.  

 
File 6   Fires 

Fires in Springfield 
Fonghrby Utlity & Independence Co Fire       1837  

Linn & Murry Fire (N.E. Corner Main & Limestone)       February 21, 1840 

Muzzie & Frankenberg Mill Fire (Mill Run & Buck Creek) February 2, 1857 

Barnett Flour Mill Fire (Buck Creek & N. Limestone)         February 2, 1863 

Rat Row Fire (S.E. Market St)                 1868 

B&J Funk Keys Grocery & Other     June 28, 1886  
Bldg. Fire (S. Side Main @ Fisher). Capt.  
Oscar died from internal injuries in fall  
down elevator shaft) 

Ferrell & Ludley & Rodgers Fire (E. Side                   1873  
S. Limestone & Union) 

First Lutheran Church Fire 1 firefighter killed    June 25, 1873 

Ohio Southern Roundhouse Fire                 January 8, 1887 

Lumberyard Fire 3 story brick shop, 2 story            August 30, 1887 
frame dwelling (Main & Western) $10,000  
4,000 ft hose used 

James Leffel Co. Fire ( Lagonda Ave.)           October 11, 1887 
(steamer used 2,800 ft hose used)   
Good & Reese Greenhouse Fire (S. Limestone)  April 14, 1890 

Winter’s Act Litho (W. High St)                 March 15, 1892 

Arcade Hotel Fire (Fountain & High)         February 19, 1894 

Lagonda House Fire (Limestone & Main)          October 29, 1895 
(also listed as happening in 1894, 1984)     

Arcade Building Fire (Fountain & High)      April 3, 1896 

E.W. Ross Shop Fire             January 14, 1901 

Congregational Church Fire                       January 22, 1901 

East Street Shops Fire  (East St & Kenton St)               February 10, 1902 

Black’s Opera House Fire (Main & Fountain)               February 19, 1903 
(also listed as Block and Black Opera House)    

Methodist Campground Hotel Fire              August 5, 1904 
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Methodist Campground All Fire       November 17, 1904 

Jungleo Fire           1906  

Freedom Oil & 4 Houses Fire (Fountain & Rockway)           August 26, 1907 

Barn & 5 Houses Fire (Clifton & Vine)     September 19, 1907 

Cartmell Bldg. Fire (Main & Center)         September 7, 1908 

Wickham-Chapman Piano Co. Fires      September 26, 1908 
(Sheridan Ave) 

C.C. Fried & Sons Co. Fire (6 E. Main St)        February 29, 1909  

H.V. Bretney Tannery Fires           December 3, 1912 
(also listed as happening on Dec 12)    

Beggans Store Fire             January 22, 1914 

Kearms & Lechschuety’s Plant Fire    March 6, 1914 

Robbins & Myers Co. Fire (Lagonda Ave)      December 12, 1914  
Started @ 4pm $175,000       

Theo. Frank Stables Fire (26 N. Fountain Ave)          August 21, 1916 

O.S. Kelly Co. Fire (Limestone & Warder) $ 175,000     November 25, 1916 

Buffalo Springfield Road Roller Co. Fire $500,000  April 11, 1917 

Clark County Court House Fire Started @ 1am $1,000,000   March 12, 1918 

Kauffman Store & McCoy Fire Started @ 11pm         January 22, 1921  
Walter Rinehenier Killed 

Country Club Fire       June 14, 1922 

Fairbanks Piano Plate Co. Fire (Kenton St)      November 13, 1922 

Armstrong Foundry Fire (Dibert & R.R.) Streamer used       1924 

Springfield Abattoir Parkside Ind. Bldg. Fire    May 12, 1925  
Started @ 3pm $10,000   

Brain Lumber Co. Fire (East St.) $150,000    May 12, 1925 

Mass Foos Co. Fire (Isabell between Main       December 17, 1925 
& Columbia)Steamer used 
 
Spfld. Malleable Iron Fire (Williams & Main)   April 28, 1926 

Bryant Bldg. Basket Co. Fires (14 W. Columbia)         January 17, 1928 
Steamers used 

Central Brass Co. Fire (Jefferson St)         February 13, 1929 

Jefferson School Fire (McCrieght & Garfield)              February 19, 1929  
Started @ 2am $100,000   
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Avalon Park Dance Pavilion Fire (Auburn Ave)       December 9, 1930 

Phito Fire (Tibbetts & Pleasant)                April 24, 1931 

Peter Boggan Co Fire (34 E. Main St)           January 10, 1932 

Cheney Mfg Co Fire             January 17, 1934 

William Baley Co Fire (Warder St)           June 1935 

Tuttle brothers Hardware Fire  (Monroe St)      November 17, 1937  

Springfield Hardware Fire        June 1, 1938  

Hoenings Store Fire- Robbins Bldg.    April 10, 1939 

Clark County Lumber Co. Fire (W. Main St)    May 20, 1939 

Elks Club Fire              August 13, 1939 

Trappers Corner Fire (Main & Fountain)        November 6, 1939 

Carmedy Lab Fire (625 W. Main)             January 8, 1940 

Stratton Grain Co. Fire (211 Mt. Vernom)            March 25, 1940 

Norman Friedman Warehouse Fire (Penn & Section)        May 6, 1940 

Oliver Farm Equipment Co Fire (270 Monroe)       December 9, 1940 

Union National Mill Fire (Warder & Power)           January 12, 1942 

Allen Tool & Mfg Fire (R-723 S. Lowery)     July 17, 1942 

Crowell Collier Co Fire (202 W. High)          January 16, 1943 

Garmen Dress Shop Fire (25 S. Limestone)    May 24, 1943 

Rhodes Paper Box Co Fire (66 St. Johns Pl)      May 4, 1944 

Cappel House Furnishings Fire (26 E. High)    May 23, 1945 

The Park Bar Fire (142 W. Main St)            February 4, 1946 

Diehl Hardware Co. Fire (66-68 W. Main)          October 14, 1946 

McCall Coach Co Fire (107 Bechtle)     May 19, 1947 

Spfld. Coffin & Casket Co Fire (310 S. Spring)    September 28, 1947 

Ridgely Trimmer Co Fire (1300 Kenton)      November 11, 1947 

Paul Straley Home Fire (1617 E. High)          January 25, 1948 

Conrad Motors Fire (130 E. Columbia St)          February 5, 1948 

Citizen Dairy Fire (Penn & Section)              August 2, 1948 

International Steel Wool Fire (1018 Kenton)     September 18, 1948 

Davidson Storage Garage Fire (311 W. Main)        November 7, 1950 
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Robbins & Meyers Plant Explosion (Sherman Ave)       February 10, 1951 

Bundy Inc Co Fire (301 Greenmont)         December 8, 1951 

Evelyns Laundry Fire (R-222 E. Main)    June 24, 1952 

Koehler Hardware Co Fire (1731 E. Main)     June 26, 1952 

Old Zimmerman Bldg. Fire (Limestone & Main)           March 10, 1953 

Moose Club Fire (32 W. Washington)         November 8, 1953  

Western School Fire (Main & Yellow Springs St)           January 4, 1954 

Ripley Auto Center Fire (100 W. North)          January 19, 1954 

Hynes Dress Shop Fire (11 E. High)       November 13, 1954 

Western Tool Mfg Fire (1620 E. Pleasant)        February 19, 1956 

King Bldg Fire (21 S. Fountain)      September 15, 1956 

Borden Co Fire (125 N. Fountain)           1958 

Potts Auto Body –Arsonist          1959 

Miami Pattern Shop Fire (1302 S. Yellow Springs)  March 9, 1960 

Mercycrest Fire (100 W. McCrieght)            August 10, 1961 

Blair Mfg. Co Fire (1620 E. Pleasant)      June 19, 1962 

Specter Junk Yard Fire (Main & Jackson)         1964 

Haucke Hardware Fire (333 W. Main)                      August 11 1964 

Western Tool Co Fire (1620 E. Pleasant)            October 3, 1964 

Springfield Laundry Fire (141 N. Murry)   April 27, 1966 

Howard Sobers Trucking Co Fire (Lagonda & Belmont)      1968 

Landmark Mill Fire (442 N. Limestone)      September 17, 1968 

Penn Central Freight House Fire (300 S. Limestone)          August 25, 1970 

D.T.I. Freight House Fire (300 S. Limestone)            October 9, 1970 

Helkensen Paper Box Fire (714 Rubsam)     April 9, 1971 

Midwest Rug Cleaners Fire (R-230 Chestnut)               June 18, 1971 

Ronez Homes Fire (Belmont & Home Rd)             August 7, 1971 

B&M Fiberglass Fire (350 S. Fountain)             August 9, 1971 

Yannucci’s Restaurant Fire (1725 W. Main St)  March 7, 1972 

Springfield Furniture Fire (502 W. Euclid)           August 28, 1972 

Credit Life Fire (204 S. Lowery)        September 2, 1972 
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Kar Gard Fire (2100 S. Limestone)           October 21, 1972 

Ebners Junk Yard Fire (North & Water)         1973  

 
 

N.C. Springfield News-Sun. November 14, 1937.  Spectacular 
Fires Razed Roundhouse and Arcade Hotel.  

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun March 12, 1918. Fire Destroys Clark 
County Court House. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. February 21, 1958. Fire At Borden 
Company Milk Plant. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily. March 10, 1953. Fire At New 
Zimmerman Building. 

 
File 7  Fire Of 1902 

N.C. February 11, 1902. Loss to Owners More Than A Million- 
Loss To Springfield Incalculable.  
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. Fierce Battle Waged. 
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. The Worst Is Over 
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. Meeting Of Citizens Called 
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. Origin Was A Mystery 
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. Owen machine Tool Co 
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. Fire Marshal Here 
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. Saved The Patterns 

 
N.C. February 11, 1902. Got His Tools 
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. The Boys In Blue 
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. Work Of police 
 
 N.C. February 11, 1902. Miller Gas Engine Co.  
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. Wires Were Broken. 
 
N.C. February 11, 1902. Stood on The Bridge. 
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East Street Shops: Photographs of East Street Shops before and 
after the fire of February 10,1902 See News-Sun April 22, 1934. 
undated Newspaper Article On affects of Fire. 

 
File 8   Y.M.C.A. Fire 1903  

Y.M.C.A Fire 1903. The Press. Hero of Day is Nelson 
 
February 21, 1903. Money Coming In For New Building. 
 
February 21, 1903. Gold follows Appeal To Aid Ensign Nelson. 
 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 21, 1903. 3 Killed, 5 
Injured; Loss $300,000. 
 
February 20, 1903. Chief Follrath is Censured. 

 
File 9   Indianapolis Switch & Frog Co 1907 Fire 

Gazette Vol 26. No 95. April. Worst Fire In Years destroys Big 
Shops. 

 
News Article- Photo 
 

 
File 10  Three Alarm Fire On West Side 1947 

Three-Alarm Fire On West Side. N.C. Springfield News-Sun. May 
18, 1947. Three-Alarm Fire Sweeps Four Plants On West Side 
of City. 

 
File 11  Fire Guts former Penn Central warehouse Nov. 7, 1979  

Penn Central Warehouse Fire. N.C. Springfield News-Sun. 
November 7, 1978. Fire Damages Railroad Warehouse. 

 
File 12  Kelsey Hayes Fire August 28, 1984  

SPECO Fire in 1984. N.C. Springfield News-Sun. August 20, 
1984. Loss Tops $300,000 In Warehouse Blaze. 
 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. August 28, 1984. Witness in Awe of 
Raging Blaze. 

 
 

File 13  Floods list of all previous floods 
   Floods in Springfield 

Mad River overflowed National Rd-US40            September 1866 
West of Spfld depth of 3 ft. horseman swept  
away, horse rescued       
Mad River overflowed National Rd-US40       March 1867  
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West of Spfld depth of 3 ft. horseman swept  
away, horse rescued     . 
High St. Bridge destroyed by Flood (York St)   May 13, 1886 

Cloudburst-Flood Mill Run Sewer to overflow       1886 
Onto Big Four Tracks 8 undermined  
E. High St Bridge  

Mad River Floods East part of Spfld         1897  
Some houses 3-4 ft of water (Columbia & North)  

Springfield-Dayton Flood              March 12, 1913 

Flood             February 26, 1929 

Flood          January 1959 

 
File 14  1913 Flood 

Photobook. The Terrible Flood Of 1913. 
 

N.C. Dayton Daily. March. It Rained 3 Trillion Gallons: 
Revisited 1913 Flood. 

   
File 15  Flood Of 1929 

N.C. Springfield News-Sun. February 27, 1929. Devastating 
Flood Sweeps Springfield And Vicinity Tuesday. 

 
File 16  Springfield cloudburst June 20, 1929 Boy Drowned 

Springfield Cloudburst. N.C. Springfield News-Sun. June 20, 
1929. One Life Is Lost As Cloudburst Strikes Springfield: 
Damage Running Into Thousands Of Dollars Caused: Paving 
Torn Up, Stores And Basements Are Flooded. 

 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. May 6, 2002. Looking Back: On 
February 26, 1929 “The City Gasped”  
 
N.C. Springfield News-Sun. May 6, 2002. “Two Stories four 
Bodies In The Creek 

 
File 17  1959 Flood  

This Is – OR WAS- E. Bound US Route 40. 
 
One Week After Flood Clean Up Continues. 
 
Flood Waters Nearing record Depth, Families Evacuated; 
Roads Inundated.  
 
January 21, 1959. 2 Plants Shut Down County Schools Closed; 
Levee Near Park Breaks. 
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File 18  Other Disasters  

Other Disasters In Springfield 
Accidents 

Middletown Wreck- Springfield People killed           July 1, 1910 

Urbana Pike Wreck               1929 

Traction Collision 7 Killed             August 10, 1935 

Interurban Crash C&L.E. near Spfld.    April 28, 1936 

Cyclones 

Cyclone Near Enon destroyed houses         1833  
of Ezra Baker & Dr. Bessey 

Cyclone Dialton              September 1885 

Cyclone- South End        July 13, 1892 

Cyclone Hit Spfld 50 houses damaged          1892 
(Grand Ave South) 

Cyclone S. Charleston           1927 

Twister Rips off Steeples of Broadus Church   February 1937 

Cyclone (St. Paris to Urbana, Lawrenceville)    June 28, 1951 

Diseases/ Plague 

Chorea Outbreak 75 Fatalities                1832-33 

Influenza 5,000 infected           1918 

Miscellaneous  

N. Limestone St Bridge over Buck Falls in        1889 

KKK Convention         April 2, 1913 

Columbia Theater Collapsed into Mill Run     September 28, 1917 

Last Covered Bridge Removed (W. Main St)        1933 

Feb. Banks restrict Withdraws         1933 

Public Schools Closed for lack of Funds       March 1936 

Earthquake 9:47 a.m. 30 Seconds    March 7, 1937 

Gas in Sewers (34 Lagonda)              March 24, 1953 

N. Limestone Bridge Collapsed        November 11, 1957 

Mobs/Riots 

Riots- Richard Dixon killed      March 6, 1904  
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Patrolman Collis (lynched by  
mob, negro hung to lamppost) 

Riots on Columbia Street & Levee (Levee burned)          March 7-8, 1904 

Riots                    March 12, 1921  

Murders 

Lowry Murder In Rat Row                    June 6, 1864 

Dean shot Brakeman Davis       March 8, 1906 

Murder in Arcade Hotel          July 4, 1927 

Policeman Holt Killed        June, 29 1932 

Mrs. Bayless Shot her Husband        July 4, 1937 

Dingledines (father and son) shot         September 3, 1937 

Patrolman Martin Randolph and   

Dep. Sherrif Edward Furry at Crystal Lake      

David McHenry (ass’t coroner) shot Nov. 7,    November 7-8, 1937  
died Nov. 8; no clue  

   
 

Local Resident Recalls Destructive Windstorm Which Struck 
Springfield Area 60 Years ago. 

 
 
File 19   Plane Explodes, crashes near North Hampton 11-17-41 

Planes Explodes, North Hampton. N.C. November 17, 1941. Plane 
Explodes In Field. Army Ship falls From Great Height Near 
Springfield. 

 
 

File 20  Tornado April 3, 1974 
Xenia Tornado- Six Years Later. N.C. Springfield News-Sun. 
March 30, 1980, Photo. Xenians Recall Storm That Devastated 
Town. 

 
File 21  Earthquake July 28, 1980 

N.C. Springfield Daily News. July 28, 1980. Sunday Shake was 
Quake. 

 
N.C. Springfield Daily News. July 28, 1980. 14 States are Shaken 
By Tremor. 


